VZCZCXYZOOOO 
00  RUEHWEB 

DE  RUEHKO  #1137  1150824 
ZNY  CCCCC  ZZH 
0 240824Z  APR  08 
FM  AMEMBASSY  TOKYO 

TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  IMMEDIATE  3743 
INFO  RUEHRL/AMEMBASSY  BERLIN  PRIORITY  1384 
RUEHSW/AMEMBASSY  BERN  PRIORITY  1813 
RUEHBS /AMEMBASSY  BRUSSELS  PRIORITY  2267 
RUEHBY /AMEMBASSY  CANBERRA  PRIORITY  2604 
RUEHCP /AMEMBASSY  COPENHAGEN  PRIORITY  0530 
RUEHLJ /AMEMBASSY  LJUBLJANA  PRIORITY  0073 
RUEHLO/AMEMBASSY  LONDON  PRIORITY  2026 
RUEHMD /AMEMBASSY  MADRID  PRIORITY  0819 
RUEHNY /AMEMBASSY  OSLO  PRIORITY  1185 
RUEHOT /AMEMBASSY  OTTAWA  PRIORITY  9639 
RUEHFR/AMEMBASSY  PARIS  PRIORITY  6064 
RUEHPG/AMEMBASSY  PRAGUE  PRIORITY  0220 
RUEHRO /AMEMBASSY  ROME  PRIORITY  2080 
RUEHSM/AMEMBASSY  STOCKHOLM  PRIORITY  0655 
RUEHTV/AMEMBASSY  TEL  AVIV  PRIORITY  0751 
RUEHTC /AMEMBASSY  THE  HAGUE  PRIORITY  1076 
RUEHWR/AMEMBASSY  WARSAW  PRIORITY  0450 
RUEHWL /AMEMBASSY  WELLINGTON  PRIORITY  1028 
RUCNDT/USMISSION  USUN  NEW  YORK  PRIORITY  9526 
RHEHAAA/NSC  WASHDC  PRIORITY 
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SUBJECT:  JAPANESE  PARTICIPATION  IN  COMMISSION  ON 
SUSTAINABLE  DEVELOPMENT  MEETING 

REF:  STATE  40180 

Classified  By:  Ambassador  J.  Thomas  Schieffer  for  reasons  1.4(b)  and  (d 

) 

(C)  Japan  will  be  represented  at  the  May  5-16  meeting  of  the 
UN  Commission  on  Sustainable  Development  (CSD-16)  by  members 
of  their  UN  Mission,  according  to  MOFA  Second  Africa  Division 
Principal  Deputy  Director  Hirotaka  Matsuo.  Tokyo  will  not 
send  a high-level  representative  or,  for  that  matter,  anyone 
from  the  capital.  However,  Matsuo  added  that  this  was  not 
necessarily  because  the  meeting  will  be  chaired  by  Zimbabwe. 

Rather,  he  said,  all  the  relevant  officials  in  Tokyo  are  too 
busy  preparing  for  TICAD  IV  and  the  G-8  meetings  to  attend. 

He  also  pointed  out  that  Japan  has  not  been  represented  at  a 
senior  level  at  the  CSD  for  some  time.  Normally,  a senior 
vice  minister  from  the  Ministry  of  Environment  is  dispatched, 
but  this  was  not  the  case  last  year.  The  last  time  MOFA  sent 
a senior  official  was  in  2003. 

SCHIEFFER 


